
 

On 30 and 31 March 2017, the first PSSP meeting took place in Barcelona, 

International Meeting - For a PsychoSocial Social Psychology:  

Theoritical and Methodological Plurality. 

Organized by the Research Group in Social, Organizational and Environmental 

Psychology (PsicoSAO), in collaboration with the Faculty of Psychology of the 

University of Barcelona (UB), the Department of Social Psychology and Quantitative 

Psychology, with the support of the Spanish Society Scientific Social Psychology 

(SCEP) and the Catalan Society of Social Psychology (SOCAPS) and the Professional 

Association of Psychology of Catalonia, and promoted by Enric Pol (University of 

Barcelona), two intensive days of debate took place at the Mundet Campus of the 

Faculty of Psychology, about the situation and evolution of social psychology and the 

requirements for its contribution and adaptation to the rapid changes from / in the 

contemporary society. 

Themes of plurality of subjects and approaches were developed and brought to 

debate: the necessary interdisciplinarity to deal with certain subjects of society; an 

acknowledgement that psycho-social psychology should not only be based on the 

individual; reality is complex and changing; and that political contexts, altogether 

with social, economic, environmental, emotional and psychological processes should 

be analysed, and social psychology be correspondingly adapted. The state of research 

and logic of production were also discussed in terms of their relation to time, 

pressure, content, education, training of young researchers, contributions, 

participation, and ICTs. Last but not least, the participants discussed the 
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corresponding leadership role that Social Psychology has and can (and / or must) re-

establish. 

The participation of researchers has been diverse, regarding the universities of origin 

(e.g. Nanterre, Lyon 2, Paris Descartes, Aix-en-Provence, Metz, Exeter, Lisbon, 

Coruña, Bath, Queretaro, etc.) and the epistemological orientation represented by the 

researchers, resulting in even more rich, varied and constructive debates. 

 

Methodological pluralism of exchanges: 

 

An 'informal-organized' method is privileged, various tools are created, 

participatory techniques, contact with the participants maintained and a 

variety of activities to energize the two days: 

 

The pre-meeting phase: 

- a web platform is created 

- a registration form with an analysis of the answers of each participant regarding 

their questions, doubts, concerns and theoretical and epistemological positions 

- an on-line deposit to send documents, communications, lines and ideas for 

debates 

- a virtual forum created especially for this occasion by the organizers of the 

conference 

- a follow-up of the mails and continuous contact by the Organizing Committee 

- a selection and sorting of the concerns, remarks expressed during the 

discussions and previous exchanges between the participants of different universities 

of France, England, Portugal, Spain, several Catalan universities as well as some 

professional COPC via the virtual forum, permit to structure the themes to 

discuss and debates 

- a program established in function and therefore adapted both to the subject 

and the participants and sent before the meeting to all the participants 

 

 



 

The Day-D phase: 

- choice of absence of formal presentations and communications 

- the debates are structured around five main themes that have been 

extracted and sorted out of the concerns and views expressed during the preliminary 

discussions 

- the open and free approach with organization of exchanges to optimize the 

time and the background 

- Various activities rhythms the two days: Activity and Institutional Opening, 

Debates, Speed Dating and a session of Strategic Decisions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In each debate session, the role of "stimulating the debate" was proposed to three 

people in order to open up the topics to be discussed. These nomination proposals 

were made with the representativeness of the different ages, universities, 

epistemological and theoretical trends. The three people have defined the concrete 

axes of the debate (with a proposal to do so "openly" through the "virtual forum", in 

order to allow everyone to follow and contribute to the concrete delimitation before 

the day of the debate). Speed-dating session facilitated contact, knowledge and 

personal exchange beyond the informal contact established during the usual 

meetings. The "strategic analysis" session facilitated not only a critical vision of the 

situation, but also the proactive actions and synergies to be created between the 

various participating groups and institutions. 

 

The post-meeting phase: 

- contact with participants maintained 

- feedback received, evaluation, submission of abstracts 

- review results and prospects 



 

 

 

 
 

 

Based on participation and transparency, original but formal, with its different 

methods, supported by its innovative tools, and by its pro-action-participative 

approach, the first meeting PSSP 2017, called "a great success" and “amazing” by the 

participants, allowed constructive and promising exchanges. Thanks to the 

participation of the guests, their contributions, comments, points of view and 

dynamism, these two days were rich in exchanges generating hope and new 

perspectives. We are already considering which university will host the upcoming 

meeting. The next PSSP is on its way. 

 

 

 
Participants of PSSP2017: Joseba Achotegui (UB), Themis Apostolidis (U. Aix-Marseille), Imma 

Armadans (UB), Susana Batel (U. Lisbon), Mohamed Beldris (UB), Sabine Caillaud (U. Paris-

Descartes), Moises Carmona (UB), Angela Castrechini (UB), Yannick Chavin (U.Lyon), Nuria Codina 

(UB), Javier L. Crespo (UB), Christophe Demarque (U. Aix-Marseille), Andrés Di Masso (UB), Miquel 

Domènech (UAB), Maria Evelyn Diez (U.A de Querétaro), Adina Dimitru (U. A Coruña), Jordi 

Escartín (UB), Alba Fernández (UB), Valérie Fointiat (U. Lorraine), Josep Maria Garcia-Bores (UB), 

Ricardo García Mira (U. Bath), Pablo González (UB), Joan González-Conde (UB), Lupicinio Iñíguez 

(UAB), Nikos Kalampalikis (U. Lumière Lyon 2), Rafaella Lenoir-Improta (UB), Thierry Meyer  (U. 

Nanterre), Robert López (UB), Marisela Montenegro (UAB), José Navarro (UB), Audrey Pelt (U. 

Lorraine), Enric Pol (UB), Joan Pujol (UAB), Francesc Quintana (UB), Neus Roca (UB), Javier 

Serrano (UB), , Évelyne F. Vallières  (TÉLUQ, U. Québec), Tomeu Vidal (UB), Marianne Wehbe (UB), 

Montserrat Yepes (UB).  


